
Term 1 SPS Newsletter, 2018 
Upper School 

Welcome back… 
Welcome back to Sherbourne after a wonderful holiday break. This year we have two classes with 50 
children in this area of the school. We are extremely pleased with the start to the year and the wonderful 
positive approach the children have displayed. With many activities and learning opportunities planned 
we are all set for another exciting and busy term! 

Congratulations to LILLY BARELLO and JAMES SHADBOLT who are our School Captains this 
year. Our Information Technology leaders are Yasmin Geach and Campbell Wallace. 
Our Sport Captains will lead their respective houses in our various sports carnivals: 

• Milla Barro and William Panozzo (Perkins)  
• Teaghan Pedron and Declan Evans (Moneghetti) 
• Carla Perichon and Lachlan Spirovski (Lewis) 
• Mikayla Contessa and Jack Brooksby (Freeman) 

Our new Environmental Captains will ensure our school grounds remain in top condition, they will                
co-ordinate rubbish collections, recycling and ensure the chickens are well cared for. Congratulations 
to Clare Parfitt, Amber Coleman, James Christie and Joshua Thompson-Bennett. 

Each grade has elected their Junior School Council representatives for the first semester. OLIVIA 
FISHER will represent 5/6P with Eden Neave the Deputy and THOMAS WEBB will represent 5/6S 
with Billie Harris the Deputy. 

The children have received their initial supplies package and need to have everything at school and 
clearly labelled. Extra workbooks have been stored at school in readiness for second semester. 
Children may be using equipment that was used at school in previous years. Some children have items 
missing and will need to source this equipment as soon as possible please. The children should have 
noted these items in their school diary. Your child will use their diary regularly at school. The diary will 
come home with your child each night and must return to school the next day.   

We encourage all children to have a water bottle in class each day. Hydration is a key 
element in learning. The children may have other drinks for their breaks but there must be 
only water in the bottles used in the classroom. If the water has been refrigerated please 
wrap in a small towel to avoid condensation on our tables. Please remind your child to bring 
the water bottle home each night for cleaning! Thank goodness for the wonderful air 
conditioning we have in our rooms and on days of extreme heat the children will remain 
indoors for part of the break time.  
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Of course Sherbourne school hats must be worn outside for all activities. Each 
classroom has sunscreen, which we encourage students to apply before heading 
outdoors during the warm weather. We also ask that each family please donate a 
box of tissues and a pack of sponges to be used in the classrooms. Thank you 
to those families who have already supplied them. 

Please remember when organising lunches that Sherbourne is a nut free school. 
The children will be given a fruit break each morning. Please send a piece of fresh 
fruit or vegetable snack each day. Lunches can be ordered on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays. Please clearly write your child’s name and grade on a 
brown paper bag. Menus can be accessed on the school website or through the 
school newsletter.  

The Compass program has proved to be a real asset to 
Sherbourne. You can use this program to contact teachers via their email, 
access newsletters and permission notes, book student led conferences 

and advise of any student absences. An email is sent to your account to advise of any upcoming events 
and/or information.  

Our Inquiry units this term will begin with a unit where children get to know about themselves as 
learners and also learn about each other. Classes will also establish their understandings of our school 
values and build programs that encourage children to set personal goals and have a say in the running 
of their classrooms. We will broaden this unit to look at ‘Growth Mindset’ encouraging us to be the very 
best we can. Later in the term we will look at how communities work together, various countries and 
requirements of specific careers in ‘The Real Game’. 

Our maths programs will concentrate on place value, tables’ speed and accuracy, the 
processes of addition and subtraction, forming and interpreting graphs, reading diaries 
and calendars, perimeter and area and solving worded problems. The children will 
access the Mathletics program at school and as part of their regular homework tasks. 
It is an expectation that the children continue to practise their table facts at home as 

part of their regular homework routine. 

The children will read at school each day and work to further develop comprehension, vocabulary, 
punctuation, grammar and spelling. They will borrow from the library and our Literature Program with 
an expectation that each child will read at home each day. All children will be registered on the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge and they maintain their own reading records. Spelling words will come 
home via your child’s diary each week. The VCOP program continues with an emphasis on the 
importance of Vocabulary, Connectives, 
Openers and Punctuation. In writing, 
children will write letters, stories, recounts, 
arguments, poems and reports linked to 
their inquiry units, topics of interest and 
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teacher directed tasks. Once a week, the children will write for a sustained 50 minute session.  
The cross-age program for all upper school children is an important part of our interpersonal       
development. The children have met with their new buddies and will work with them regularly 
throughout the year. We look forward to working with them in a range of situations and getting to know 
them better. The students are currently writing letters to their buddy’s family and will meet their buddy’s 

parents next week. 

All students must have access to a USB as well as a set of 
headphones. Please ensure these items are clearly labeled as 
several of our students have identical USBs and/or headphone sets. 
These materials will be used regularly throughout the school year and 
will be able to be used in future years if they are treated with care and kept in good 

condition. These items must remain at school at all times.     

 The school has 45 Netbook laptops, which are predominately shared between the classes in the 
Middle and the Upper school. All classes also have timetabled sessions where they are allocated the 
entire bank of laptops, allowing all children to have one-to-one access.   

Our 30 Apple iPads are evenly distributed across the school during the morning sessions, where they 
are integrated into literacy rotation activities. For the remainder of the day, they then move around the 
school on a rotational basis, again allowing all classes to have regular one-to-one access. 
Applications the children regularly access on the iPads include Popplet, Puppet 
Pals, Book Creator, Mathletics, Reading Eggs and Teach This.  

Both classes have focused on Cyber Safety the last two weeks. We have had 
discussions, completed activities and explored several videos and quizzes 
online. Topics we investigated and discussed included:  

• The sharing of personal information/images online,  
• Creating a ‘strong’ password and keeping this a secret, 
• Social media, emailing and instant chat,  
• Cyber-bullying (actions and reporting), 
• Appropriate and acceptable use of ICT devices at school. 

In line with this, our Internet/Email Acceptable Use Agreements will be distributed this week. We 
strongly encourage parents to sit down with their child/ren and further discuss these topics prior to 
signing the agreement.   

Finally, we are aware that several students in the Upper School have access to a mobile phone for 
safety when travelling alone or with siblings to and from school. Upon arrival at school each day all 
mobile phones (and other electronic devices such as iPads, iPods) are to be handed in at the front 
office and then collected again after the final bell. They will be securely locked away throughout the 
day. The school is not responsible for the loss or damage to items that are left in bags or tubs.  
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Student Led Conferences will take place March 13 - 14. This will be an opportunity to meet your 
child’s new classroom teacher and discuss your child’s goals for the first semester. All appointments 
are to be booked via Compass.            

The grade 5/6 camp will be held in the first week of term 2, from Monday 16th April – Wednesday 18th 
April. We will be staying at The Portsea Camp. More information regarding camp will be sent home in 
the coming weeks. We will also have a specific camp information evening on Tuesday 20th March. 

Regards,  
Karen Paul and Ashleigh Stoner. J  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Important Dates:  

February 16 – Family Fun Night 

February 21 – District Swimming Carnival 

March 2 – Working Bee 3.30 – 5.30pm 

March 13 – Student Led Conferences 

March 14 – School Photos 

March 20- Camp Information Night 

March 21 -  Sherbourne Cross Country Run 

March 22 – Whole School Incursion Brainstorm Production 

March 26 – Smart Money Incursion 

March 29 – End of term 1 
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Specialist Newsletter Term 1, 2018                 
VISUAL ARTS                                                                             MEGAN BROWNE                                                                                                    
Both 5/6P and 5/6S will have their Art classes on a Monday this year. Many of the activities in Art this 
term will be based around Summer and growth mindset, a focus in integrated studies.            
Students will further develop their understanding of Art elements including line, shape, form and 
colour value through drawings as they work towards creating staff portraits, their main project for the 
term. Emotions and how they are expressed in art will be explored through a digital construction. 
Students will also have the opportunity to create a stunning sunset through painting and collage. Art 
vocabulary will be further developed through regularly discussions and the analysis of artist’s 
artworks, including the student’s own pieces.                                                                                     
Many children have now outgrown or worn out their old art smocks. Please ensure your child has an 
art smock at school that is clearly labelled with their name.                                                                          
I look forward to seeing the amazing creations your children develop over the coming year. 
JAPANESE                                           ANDREA WALTER                                                   
Students will continue to expand their Japanese language, using a range of words, sentences, 
expressions, literacy relationships and tasks. The topics covered this semester in Japanese will 
include daily life in Japan, sentence structure, asking and responding to simple questions and 
recognising and decoding of sentences in Hiragana (characters). They will practise writing characters 
and making connections between visual cues and sounds. Students will listen or read anime, folk 
stories and manga and respond to the text. I-pads will be used for a variety of tasks including 
recognition of characters and to listen to their own spoken Japanese. Students will complete tasks 
that involve learning geography, notable events and festivals. This year Japanese class is on 
Monday. Please ask you child to talk to you about what they are learning. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION                                                                                  REBECCA HOWITT                                                                         
The Upper School children take part in one fifty minute Physical Education session and Summer 
Interschool Sport will be on Friday morning. Students need runners, a school hat and water bottle for 
PE and sport. In PE this semester we are concentrating on: 

• Interschool sport: softball, basketball, volleyball, bat tennis or Milo cricket 
• Fundamental Motor Skills: catch, overarm throw, bounce, overarm bowling and strike. 
• Major games:  Milo cricket and softball 

Special Events 
• On the morning of Tuesday February 6 all children in Grades 3-6 took part in our annual 

Swimming Carnival that was held at Diamond Creek Pool. 
• District, Division and Region Swimming Carnivals take place this term for students who qualify. 
• The Sherbourne Cross Country Run for Grades F -6 will take place on the morning of 

     Wednesday March 21st. 


