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Dear Families, 
 
We hope that everyone had a fantastic holiday break and is ready for another exciting year at Sherbourne.  
 
Now that students have received their supplies package, we ask that all stationery is labelled and that each 
child has only one pencil case at school. It assists us if all supplies are brought to school so new items are 
readily available when they need them. We would also appreciate it if each family could supply a box of 
tissues and a packet of sponges for their grade. Students will require an art smock and library bag at school 
from the beginning of the year.  
 
During this hot weather, we encourage all children to have their water bottle in class and students must 
wear a school hat for all outdoor activities. When organising lunches please remember that Sherbourne is a 
nut-free school. Each morning, the children have a fruit/vegie break. Please send a piece of fruit or 
vegetable each day. Every Friday morning, we have Funky Fruit, where the children are be provided with a 
range of fresh fruit and vegetables. The cost for this is included in the term planner. Please note lunch 
orders are currently only available on Fridays.  
 
Punctuality for the start of the day is very important for your child’s learning. Any child arriving after 9.00am 
must be signed into the office and then walked to their classroom or specialist class with an adult. If your 
child has been absent from school due to illness or other reasons, please remember to log into Compass 
and confirm their absence. This is Government requirement and all absences must be endorsed by 
parents. 
 
Children are expected to develop responsibility for taking home and returning notes and homework. We ask 
that parents check that your child is using the blue plastic notice envelope and keeping this in their school 
bag each day, ready for notes to come home. Please encourage your child to clear his or her bag of notices 
each night. 
 
Student Led Progress Meetings will be held on Tuesday March 26 and Wednesday April 3. This is an 
opportunity to look at your child’s learning progress and share learning goals. 
 
English 
 
The English program will focus on reading group activities, developing silent reading and oral skills, 
comprehension, appreciation of literature and research. Children will have regular spelling lists to learn. 
They will write letters, stories, persuasive texts and information reports and will borrow books they select 
from our Take Home Reading program. VCOP (Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation) will 
continue to enhance our writing program. During the weekly Big Write sessions, students are presented 
with a stimulus and given the opportunity to brainstorm ideas verbally and then implement these ideas into 
writing. The children really enjoy this format and are challenging themselves to up-level their writing to 
make it more detailed and interesting to read.  

 
Maths 
 
Our Maths program will concentrate on basic process work such as addition and subtraction. Tables recall 
will be addressed with activities to promote their automatic response. Activities will be undertaken to 
develop an understanding of place value, counting, graphing, reading calendars, time and thermometers. 
Maths activities such as collecting and representing data will be explored. Mathletics will be a classroom 
and homework focus.   

 



   

 
 
Integrated 
 
Our focus this term is on our school values of Respect, Responsibility, Teamwork and Learning. How can 
we use these values to build a successful classroom community? Learning and working together in a co-
operative manner makes the classroom a happy and safe learning environment. We want the children to 
get to know each other, thinking about the values they display throughout their school environment and the 
wider community.  

 
Dance 
 
Another highlight is a series of dance lessons with Amanda Oakley. These lessons involve teamwork, 
friendship, doing your best, trying something new and participating in an activity that may be out of your 
comfort zone. The culmination of these lessons is a performance at assembly of the dances the children 
have learned.  
 
Buddies 
 
Cross-age sessions will form an important part of our interpersonal development. This year 3/ 4 K are 
buddies with children from 1/2M. Children in 3/4H are buddies with children in 1/2K. 
 
Homework 
 
Our first Homework task will be due next week in each Middle School classroom. You will see your child’s 
homework in their designated homework book. Over the coming weeks, please help your child establish a 
routine to ensure they complete all tasks. Homework will include regular reading, spelling and 
maths practice and an optional weekly challenge. The learning of number facts and times tables 
is a very important task during these middle school years and your involvement in this learning is 
invaluable. With children’s busy schedules outside of school hours, we understand sometimes 
balancing homework with other commitments can be challenging. Please do not hesitate to 
contact your child’s classroom teacher if you have any concerns in this area.  
  
Camp 
 
This year the Middle School Camp will be held at Camp Arrabri in Warburton. This camp will run from 
Monday 20th May to Wednesday 22nd May. We will be holding a Parent Information Evening on Thursday 
21st March, 5.30pm where further details of the camp will be provided. We will also be asking for 
expressions of interest from parents who would like to be a helper at this camp.  
 
We hope that the above outline has been helpful to you. We are looking forward to 
sharing the year with you and your child. Please do not hesitate to contact us for an 
appointment if you have any concerns throughout the year.  
Staff have meeting commitments after school on Monday and Tuesdays. 
 
Appointments will need to be scheduled around these times and other professional development sessions 
held for teachers. Emails to teachers can be made through Compass.  
 

We are looking forward to a fantastic year in the Sherbourne Middle School.  
 
Kind Regards, 
 
 
Marcelle Herrick and Elissa Kilfoyle 
 
 

 
 

 



   

 
 

SPECIALIST PROGRAM 
 
 
ART 
 
3/4H and 3/4K will have their Art sessions on a Tuesday this year. During Term 1, Art will 
encompass the learning areas of drawing, painting and collage. The creation of landscapes 
and 3D shape pictures will encourage exploration of the elements of Art including line, 
shape, colour and value. Students will work identifying and using warm and cool colours in 
their work. They will investigate how different colours affect emotions. Through reflecting and interpreting 
other artist’s work, students will further develop their ability to use Art vocabulary and comment on their use 
of elements and techniques.  
You may find your child has outgrown their original art smock. Please ensure they have an art smock at 
school that is clearly named.  
I look forward to watching your children express their creative side in Art this year. 
 
Andrea Allen 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
In Term 1 we will be establishing rules and routines for safe and fair play in games. These will be taught 
within lessons across the term.  
Grade 3/4 students will participate in one 50 minute session of PE per week in addition to one 50 minute 

sport session on Friday. ALL Students need runners, a school hat and water bottle for PE. 

During Physical Education we will start with fitness testing which will assist us in setting ourselves some 

fitness goals for the year. Following our Fitness unit, we will begin with the Fundamental Motor Skill of the 

Two Handed Strike where students will explore the components of correct technique in simple form and in 

various game situations.    

Grade 3/4 students will also take part in the school Cross Country Run for grades P-6 which will take place 

on Wednesday March 20th. Those who qualify will go on to District Cross country in Term 2. 

Sarah Fennell   

 
 
 
JAPANESE 
 
Students will continue to develop their Japanese language, using a range of words, expressions, ideas, 

literacy relationships and activities. The topics covered this semester in Japanese will include: greetings, 

introducing self, manners, asking and answering simple questions and number. They will continue to build 

an awareness of the different writing scripts: Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji. They will also have the 

opportunity to use ipads for a variety of tasks including recognition of characters and to listen to their own 

spoken Japanese. Students will participate in activities designed to understand significant cultural activities 

and festivals. This year Japanese class is on Tuesday. Please ask you child to talk to you about what they 

are learning. 

 
 
Walter Sensei. (Andrea Walter) 


