
  
 
  

 
PREP NEWSLETTER TERM 2 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
Can you believe it is Term 2 already? We hope you all had a wonderful, restful Easter break. The students 
certainly look like they did, as there were lots of happy, excited faces on the first day of Term 2. We have 
another jam-packed term full of exciting learning activities.   
 
Integrated Unit  
Our integrated unit for this term is called ‘Then and Now’. During this topic the children will investigate present 
and past family life. They will learn about similarities and differences in family life by comparing the present 
with the past. The children will identify changes that have occurred in the past, by exploring a person or 
building in their local community. They will also discuss the benefits of changing technology. 
  
In our classrooms we will encourage the students’ wonderings to generate their own inquiry questions that 
they would like to investigate. We’re going to be researching and experimenting lots during the term to 
discover the answers to these incredible questions. 
  
As part of this unit, on Monday June 24th we will have an excursion to Cooper’s Settlement in Bundoora.  
The children will have the opportunity to experience how life was in the late 19th century and early 20th 
century. They will discover the pioneering spirit within the Heritage Village and take a step back in time when 
they visit original farm buildings, a working printer’s workshop, a historical school and other displays.  
 
On May 10th Mothers/Grandmothers and special people will invited to a Mother’s Day Pampering session 
that will be held in the Prep classrooms so save the date! 
 
On May 28th the Alpha Show Theatre Company will visit and perform the classic tale King Arthur. The show 
will capture the magic of the legend King Arthur and its characters and utilise the classic myth to create a lot 
of fun, while focusing on the values of equality, friendship and teamwork. Details of all events will be on 
Compass closer to the date. 
 
Literacy  
In our daily Early Years Literacy program we are continuing to focus on learning high frequency words and 
concentrating on sounds and letter blends.  
 
Children will also be involved in making predictions on what a book may be about, retelling texts, identifying 
words and spelling patterns, rhyming words, simple punctuation and oral language structures. Please see 
below for the rest of the term’s letter focus:  
During writing sessions, we will explore different text types, such as narratives, recounts and letter writing.  
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VCOP (Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation) will continue to enhance our writing program. 
During the weekly Big Write session students are presented with a stimulus and given the opportunity to 
brainstorm ideas verbally and then implement these ideas into writing. The children really enjoy this format 
and we are noticing they are challenging themselves to up-level their writing to make it more detailed and 
interesting to read. Throughout term 2 a talk homework picture stimulus will be sent home via the school 
newsletter for you and your child to discuss before the weekly VCOP Session. We encourage you to 
spend approximately 10-15 minutes looking at the picture stimulus and answering the questions that will 
be underneath the picture. This will allow your child to have some ideas to share with their classmates 
when the picture is discussed during the VCOP Big Write session. 
 
Please continue to make a special time to listen to your child read each day. We cannot emphasise 
enough the difference it makes when families support and celebrate their children’s efforts.  
 
Maths 
This term we will focus on the following areas:  

o addition, subtraction and sharing 
o our daily warm up – “How many days have we been at school?”  
o collecting data and making graphs 
o measurement 
o place value 

 
Respectful Relationships 
This term we will be implementing our whole school program called Respectful Relationships. Respectful 
Relationships will be used to promote and model respect, positive attitudes and behaviours. It will teach our 
children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and confidence with a focus on problem solving, 
positive gender relations and stress management. The students will grow their emotional intelligence 
vocabulary allowing them to openly discuss feelings and they will continue to develop their self-regulation 
skills. 
 
Swimming 
All of the children took part in their first swimming lesson with Vicki on Thursday. They all came back 
extremely excited and eager for next week’s session.  
Please ensure that your child comes prepared every Thursday with their swimming gear. Thank you to all 
parents who have volunteered to help with this program.  
 
Reminders: 
For both Prep grades, Japanese and Art classes will be timetabled for Tuesdays and the Buddies session 
will be held on Thursdays. 
P.E is on a Wednesday (PMP) and Friday. Please ensure your child comes dressed in appropriate shoes 
on that day. 
Prep L’s Library session will occur on Mondays and Prep D will visit the library on Thursdays. 
 
Please remember to return blue and red folders each day!  
 
Also – if you have not sent along a box of tissues and a sponge as yet, please do so as the ‘sneezing’ 
season’ is upon us. 
 
Many thanks for your continuing co-operation and support. 
 
Anna Lloyd and Holly Denholm 
 
 



Term 2 Specialist Newsletter 
 
Visual Arts- Andrea Allan 
 
It has been such a wonderful start to the year in Art for the Preps. What they have created so far has been 
amazing. It’s wonderful to see them be so creative! 
The Prep students have started this term by using stencils and their fingers to create a special piece of art 
for Mum and/or Grandma in the lead up to Mother’s Day. 
We will be starting a unit in art focusing on sustainability and recycled art. The children will be creating a 
collage focusing on the use of buttons. The art elements that children will using during this unit will be line, 
colour, design and scale. If anyone has any old buttons at home they could donate towards this unit, 
it would be much appreciated.  
We always appreciate donations of any other craft, construction and recycled materials as well. If you have 
anything you think may be useful to our art classes, please bring them down to the Art room (this excludes 
bottles that contained any chemicals, egg cartons or toilet rolls). 
 
Japanese- Andrea Walter 
 
It has been great to see how excited and interested the Prep students are in learning. They have been happy 
to speak in Japanese and have already shown they can remember new vocabulary. We will continue to add 
words and phrases in the classroom, and this will include following instructions such as sit, stand, look and 
listen. They will learn to introduce themselves and use My and I to give information about themselves. We 
will also continue to count and strengthen our number recognition of 1-10 in Kanji. They love singing and we 
will learn songs and rhymes that will help remember colours and parts of the body. We want the children to 
develop a curiosity about life in Japan and this term we will discover what happens during Cherry Blossom 
time, Children’s Day and Mothers’ Day. Continue to ask your child to share what they are learning and 
encourage them to teach you as well! 
 
Physical Education-Sarah Fennell 
 
On Wednesday mornings the Prep students will take part in PMP (Perceptual Motor Program). Each 
session consists of learning stations that will promote improving gross motor skills, balance and 
coordination, along with creating a strong relationship between the body and mind. Parent helpers along 
with their classroom teachers work with the Prep students during PMP.  

The Prep students also have a fifty minute Physical Education skills lesson each week on Friday in Term 
1. All Students need runners, a school hat and water bottle for PE and PMP. 

In Term 2 we will continue establishing rules and routines for safe and fair play in games. These will be 
taught within all lessons across the term. Our unit focus’ for Term 2 will include learning the Fundamental 
Motor Skills of the kick, the overarm throw and improving on our locomotor skills of the run, skip and hop.  
 

 
 
 
 


