
Term 2 SPS Newsletter, 2019 
Upper School 

Welcome back to term two… 
Now that the students have had a term to settle back into school and have learnt the daily classroom 
routines and expectations we are going to work to increase students’ independence and 
responsibility when learning and working to the best of their ability. 
   
We have many activities and learning opportunities planned and we are all set for another exciting 
and busy term! 

 

Our Integrated Studies unit for this term is Earn and Learn.  
During our Earn and Learn unit, we will discuss wages, budgets, saving and 
managing money. The children will explore skills involved with the handling of 
money, purchasing of items and calculating of change. The children will work on 
a range of money tasks and projects to cost and buy items within a given budget. 
By extending this task into running a class community, students set up 
businesses, earn a weekly wage, pay rent, pay bills, set up bank accounts, form 
a budget, account for their money and buy items for themselves.  

 

In English sessions this term, we will continue to read, write and speak about the topics we are 
investigating as part of our inquiry studies. Our VIP presentations so far this semester have been 
outstanding, with all of the children being thoroughly prepared, presenting interesting articles, stories 
and games. We encourage those students who are yet to present their VIP presentations to try and 
come up with some original, alternative ideas to those already shared with the class. Writing focuses 
this term will include persuasive and narrative genres. As part of our VCOP writing program 
(Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation), we will continue to have a strong focus on not 
only up-levelling the quality of students’ writing, but also on editing for omitted grammar, spelling and 
punctuation. Specific VCOP sessions to improve punctuation and grammar will continue throughout 
the term 

Reading rotations this term will continue to focus on guided reading, comprehension, grammar and 
punctuation, spelling and a variety of writing genres with a focus on persuasive and narrative in 
preparation for NAPLAN.  

We have begun preparing the grade 5 children for NAPLAN testing, which will take place between May 
14th – 24th. We have completed a practice NAPLAN session so that the children know what to expect 
on the offical test dates. 
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Once again this year, the children will all be recording their reading progress on 
the Premier’s Reading Challenge website (www.education.vic.gov.au/prc/). All of 
the children have received their own log-in details listed in their diaries. As part of 
their reading homework, please encourage them to log on at home and keep their 
reading record up to date.  

In Mathematics, Number activities are currently focusing on fractions, decimals, 
multiplication and division. Financial and money matter tasks will also be strongly 
embedded throughout our ‘Earn and Learn’ unit. Measurement and Geometry tasks will 
cover location and transformation activities (interpreting and creating maps, identifying 
symmetry, reflections and shape transformations). Mathletics is a priority at this time. Our 
weekly homework requirements ask that Mathletics tasks be completed each week. These tasks 
always complement and build upon topics which are being investigated in class at the time. 

Having the correct stationery is important for your student to succeed in the class room, your child will 
come home with a list of stationery that is missing. They need these things to learn best and we 
would appreciate it if these items were labelled and in the classroom ASAP. 

Inter-school sport begins next Friday May 3 with a practice session at school. Please ensure all children 
come to school with the appropriate sports gear for their allocated sport, including footy/soccer boots, 
high socks, drink bottles and most importantly mouth guards. All sport uniforms and equipment 
borrowed from the school during Term will need to be looked after. 

 

 

 

Last week all grade six children were sent home with an enrolment pack for Year 7 in 2019. This form 
is to be returned to Miss Stoner by Friday 17th May. These transition forms are then collated and sent 
off to the appropriate secondary schools, for them to address. It is very important that you complete all 
sections of the form and that you list three schools you would be happy for your child to attend. You 
will received notification of your child’s acceptance into a secondary school on Wednesday 7th August.  

A reminder that each student ALWAYS has homework of some kind. 
This may be nightly reading, spelling practice, tables practice, weekly 
homework tasks, set Mathletics or Reading Eggs tasks, homework 

from specialist programs or even take home projects. If the children misplace their homework, it is up 
to them to see their class teacher to source an additional copy. 
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For homework in weeks 2 and 3 students are required to create a letter box to use in the earn and 
learn program. There have been instructions sent home along with a rubric that will allow students to 
see what they will need to include in order to achieve the best rest result.  

We are all looking forward to a productive and exciting term ahead! 

Ben Souvatzis and Ashleigh Stoner. J  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Important Dates:  

May 8th – District Cross Country 

May 10th – Winter Interschool Sport Begins 

May 10th – Mothers’ Day Stall 

May 14th – 24th – NAPLAN (Grade 5s) 

May 28th – Alpha Shows King Arthur production 

May 31th – Smart Money presentation. 

June 10th – Queen’s Birthday public holiday 

June 28th – End of Term 2 (2:30pm finish) 
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UPPER SCHOOL SPECIALIST NEWSLETTER TERM 3, 2017 

  

VISUAL ARTS          Mrs Andrea Allen 

The 5/6 students have had a wonderful start to the year in Art and I look forward to seeing what they 
will create in Term 2. The 5/6s have started this term well by experimenting with three dimensional 
drawing using the one-point perspective technique.  They used wonderful precision and detail in their 
pictures.  

As part of the whole school focus on sustainability and recycled art this term, the 5/6s are using 
recycled materials to create a sculpture influenced by other artists’ sustainable artwork. They have 
elements of art and principles of design such as colour, space, contrast and movement will be 
explored further this term. 

Also keep a look out for the new whole school artwork that will be up on display outside the office 
towards the end of term. 

We always appreciate donations of craft, construction and recycled materials. If you have anything 
you think may be useful to our art classes, please bring them down to the Art room (this excludes 
bottles that contained any chemicals, egg cartons or toilet rolls). 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION        Mrs Sarah Fennell 

In Term 2 we will continue establishing rules and routines for safe and fair play in games. These will 
be taught within lessons across the term.  

Grade 5/6 students will participate in one 50 minute session of P.E per week in addition to one 50 
minute sport session on Friday. All students need runners and water bottle for PE 

During Physical Education we will start with Ultimate Frisbee learning a new sport and implementing 
game play that is used in sports that they already play eg basketball, netball. Following Ultimate 
Frisbee students will participate in Fitness games to encourage physical activity in fun and exciting 
ways other than sport. We will conclude the term with learning correct techniques and rules for 
Athletic events in preparation for the school Athletic Carnival in term 3.  

Grade 5/6 students will also take begin Interschool Sport on Friday mornings where they will play 
against other schools in Netball, Teeball or Soccer. This is a good opportunity to students to make 
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friends from other schools and show what great sportsmanship we have at Sherbourne Primary 
School. 

JAPANESE        Ms Andrea Walter 

It has been fantastic to see how well the students are working towards their learning goals and 
wanting to extend their learning in Japanese. Reading and writing skills are being developed using 
the 3 scripts - Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji.  

This term we will learn new vocabulary associated with What’s in the Classroom and significant 
cultural events, and use this vocabulary in new sentence structures. Understanding the structure of 
basic sentences in Japanese and recognising some key elements of grammar will be developed. 
Listening, speaking, reading and writing activities will be used to demonstrate their understandings. 
The Japanese class is on Monday this term so please ask your child to talk to you about what they 
are learning. 

 
 

 


