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Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 
It is so hard to believe that we are already half way through the year! We hope you had a 
lovely break and we are looking forward to an exciting term of learning ahead. 
 
Unit Focus 
This term the students will be learning about the earth, sun, moon and space. Learning will 
be integrated throughout a variety of subjects, such as texts included in reading 
rotations and data collection in mathematics. Students will have the opportunity to 
investigate particular areas of interest relating to our topic and become an expert! 
 
 
Scienceworks Excursion 
We are very excited to be attending Scienceworks as part of our Term 3 topic, 'Earth 
and Beyond'. Students will learn how the four seasons are caused by the tilt of the 
Earth's axis combined with the Earth’s orbit around the Sun and how the seasons and 
length of day vary across the Earth. They will participate in interactive demonstrations 
that explain how the Earth’s rotation on its axis affects the day and night cycle, why we 
see the phases of the Moon and why we have seasons on Earth. 
 
Homework 
The students commenced homework tasks for Term 3. Thank you for all of your 
assistance so far with your child’s homework this year. The format of the homework 
sheet will remain the same with a weekly challenge based on what we are covering in the 
classroom. Please talk to your classroom teacher if you have any questions or concerns 
about the homework tasks. 
 
Literacy 
Word families and choice words from student’s writing will continue to be our spelling 
focus for Term 3. We will study grammar, punctuation, plurals, prefixes and suffixes as 
the students work towards selecting or creating their story for the Sherbourne Literacy 
Festival. Students will be given strategies for spelling through dictionary practice and 
word studies as well as exploring letter, sound and the meaning of words with their 
weekly spelling lists.  
 
The Sherbourne Literacy Festival will take place on Tuesday August 27 Please put this 
date in your diaries as the students have amazing writing that they would love to share 
with you. 



   

 
Premiers Reading Challenge 
The students have been making a big effort to select books from the school library that 
are part of the Premier’s Reading Challenge (PRC). To successfully complete this 
challenge and receive a beautiful certificate for this challenge, your child needs to have 
read 10 books from the list that is published on the PRC website plus 5 more choice books 
by the 8th of September. Copies of the booklist can be found at 
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc. Students have been given their login details and will be 
given time in class to enter their books. 
 
 
Maths 
The maths program for Term 3 will focus on children’s multiplication and 
division knowledge as well as reinforcing basic strategies for solving 
number problems through patterns and mental computation. Fractions, focusing on 
partitioning and forming equal parts will be introduced to the students through hands on 
activities and using a range of different materials and number lines. Students will also 
learn about volume and capacity, angles and tessellations. Open-ended and extension 
activities will further challenge students’ mathematical and problem solving skills. 
 
Respectful Relationships 
The Respectful Relationships program has continued to be a focus in the classroom and 
school yard. This program promotes and models respect, positive attitudes and 
behaviours. It teaches our children how to build healthy relationships, resilience and 
confidence. 
 
Music/Performing Arts  
Music and Performing Arts will continue to be integrated into various learning areas in the 
classroom. For example, the students will be working in groups to create chants,  
raps, sound scapes and compositions that relate to space. 
 
Classroom Supplies 
We have almost gone through our classroom supply of tissues! With quite a few cold 
weeks ahead of us, we would really appreciate it if families could donate 
a box or two.  
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Marcelle Herrick and Melanie Trounce 
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VISUAL ARTS         Andrea Allen 

All the 3/4s have had a great start to term three. We will spend most of this term 
focusing on Aboriginal art and culture with particular attention to symbols and 
storytelling. Line, pattern and texture are elements of art that will be focused upon this 
term. The students will get to experiment with clay, painting and mixed media to express 
their skills and creative minds.  

A little artistic gift may also be coming home soon just in time for Father’s Day. As part 
of our Sherbourne Writers Festival, look out for a new whole school art display at the 
front of the school later in the term.  
We always appreciate donations of craft, construction and recycled materials. If you 
have anything you think may be useful to our art classes, please bring them down to the 
Art room (this excludes bottles that contained any chemicals, egg cartons or toilet rolls). 
 

JAPANESE                      Andrea Walter 

During Term 3, students will participate in tasks that involve learning significant cultural 
events, including Tanabata (Star Festival). We will be learning space and classroom words 
and phrases in Japanese, and how to ask and answer questions about this topic. Each week 
students will focus on developing their reading and writing of Hiragana characters, by 
partaking in a range of activities. Students will use iPads to record their Japanese and to 
provide feedback for further learning. Please ask your child to talk to you about what 
they are learning. 
 
                                                                                 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION               Sarah Fennell 

In Term 3 we will continue establishing rules and routines for safe and fair play in games. 
These will be taught within lessons across the term. 
Grade 3/4 students will participate in one 50 minute session of PE per week in addition to 
a sport session on Friday afternoon. All students need runners and water bottle for PE. 
During Physical Education this term we will continue with Athletics events in preparation 
for the School Athletics Carnival on August 14th. Following that, 3/4 students will begin 
learning Netball and implementing game play and strategy while competing in a round robin 
competition. To conclude the term students will finish with an AFL unit.  Grade 3/4 
students will also take part in sport on Friday afternoons where they will learn rules and 
game play of sports that are played in Summer Interschool Sport including Softball, 
Basketball and Hot shots. 
                 

 


