
   

   Grade 1/2 Newsletter - Term 4 2019 

 

Welcome to our final term together for 2019. It’s hard to believe we are fast approaching the end of the year. The 
children and teachers have had a terrific year so far and we have lots in store for Term 4. 

Literacy  

Letter writing, information reports and poetry will be a big focus this term. We will be concentrating on the editing process 
during writing sessions to help children identify what needs improving. The emphasis will be on “up-levelling” the quality 
of their writing, using the four VCOP areas: Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation.  

Children will work on their speaking and listening skills sharing their work aloud often, offering feedback and suggestions 
to others.  

The children will continue working on a variety of reading comprehension skills and will revise different phonic sounds 
each week.  

Chatterbox for this term will be based on minibeasts, which you should have received on the roster last week. Please 
encourage your child to have a little rehearsal before their scheduled day so that they feel confident to talk in detail to the 
class about whatever they have brought in.  

 

Mathematics   

Children will continue to be involved in open-ended Maths tasks that encourage student problem solving skills and higher 
order thinking. In class we will revise all previous topics in the areas of ‘Number’, ‘’Measurement’ and ‘Chance and Data’. 
Children will continue to develop skills in place value, patterns and algebra, money and problem solving. We will also 
continue to work on fractions and telling time this term.  

 

Inquiry 

During this term the students will be learning about minibeasts. Students will investigate the factors which affect the 
survival of minibeasts such as basic structure and function, habitats, life cycles and adaptations. They will also conduct 
STEM experiments and have many opportunities to observe minibeasts in the outside environments. During the term we 
will participate in an incursion run by Minibeasts Wildlife as well as watch our own caterpillars evolve into butterflies!  We 
will send more details out in the coming weeks.  

 

Looking Towards Next Year…… 

This term, students will be involved in transition sessions that will allow them to familiarise themselves with their new 
area for next year. They will do a range of activities with different teachers and students from other year levels. Finally, 
we would like to take this chance to say a big THANK YOU to all parents who have helped out in any way this year. 
Your help, on whatever scale, makes so many of our programs run more smoothly.  

Kind Regards, 

Amy and Natasha 
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Japanese           Andrea Walter 

The Grade 1/2 students will have their Japanese lesson on Monday this term. They are very happy to use classroom 
expressions they have learnt and we will be consolidating and adding to this during this term. We will continue to use 
the numbers in Japanese and we will continue to develop our Minibeast vocabulary from term two. This will include 
learning some names, looking at associated Hiragana and talking colour, numbers and size. The children will sing 
songs, and use the vocabulary and Hiragana in chants and games. We will also be learning a song to sing at 
Sherbourne Carols on the Oval.  

 

Visual Arts          Andrea Allen 

The students have started the term exploring weaving and the techniques involved. The children have started a paper 
plate weaving project working to include their knowledge of mini beasts within their project later in the term. Throughout 
this unit the children will be learning about design, shape and line. Much of the unit will focus on the skills and 
techniques needed for weaving different materials.   
Later in the term the children will finish off the year with a Christmas art piece.  
Please come and take a look at the children’s clay artwork from last term. The senior and middle school’s work is in the 
corridor next to Maree’s office. The Junior school’s work is outside Prep D’s classroom.  
We always appreciate donations of craft, construction and recycled materials. If you have anything you think may be 
useful to our art classes, please bring them down to the Art room (this excludes bottles that contained any chemicals, 
egg cartons or toilet rolls). 
 

Physical Education         Sarah Fennel 

In Term 4 we will continue establishing rules and routines for safe and fair play in games. These will be taught within 
lessons across the term. All students need runners, hat and water bottle for PE. 

This term we will be focusing on three main Fundamental Motor skills; the Bounce, Skipping and the Punt. Students will 
explore the components of correct technique in simple skill form and various game situations. Amongst these skills we 
will also play minor games which will encourage team work and sportsmanship. 

 


