
 
 

Term 4 SPS Newsletter, 2019 
Upper School Welcome back to term four… 

 
 
 

 
We are in for another busy term as we finish the 2019 school year. Our swimming lessons began this 
week and will continue each Wednesday until week 7. While our Year 6 students prepare to leave 
primary school and embrace their coming years of secondary school, our Year 5 students will soon 
embark on their final year at Sherbourne, becoming responsible senior students and the role models 
of our school. 

 
Mrs Amanda Oakley began working with the Year 6 students in the first week of term to prepare their 
dance routines for graduation. The students will have 4 practice sessions on Mondays in sessions 4 
and 5 with Mrs Oakley. It is important that the students attend school at this vital time as they work to 
learn the choreography and perfect their performance. There will be other times of the week that the 
dance is practised with their classroom teacher. Graduation night is Tuesday 17th December at 
Montmorency Secondary College. The following day (Wednesday 18th December) the Year 6 
children will have their ‘Celebration Day’ at Funfields in Whittlesea. We are already 
looking forward to this fun day, a celebration of our year together and our time at 
Sherbourne. There will be a number of emails sent home in the coming weeks via 
Compass, with information about the Graduation night, practices, costumes or props, 
assistance with supper and the day at Funfields, so please keep an eye out for these. 

 
Our Integrated Studies units for this term are electricity and Geography. Whilst the Year 6 students 
complete their Passports to Year 7 and graduation preparation, the Year 5 students are completing 
the Around Australia Car Rally Project. This is a great Humanities unit that explores 
Australian geography, history, and civics and citizenship. Students will have their 
‘Driver’s licence’ test and will work on finding out information about insurance. 
During the Car Rally, the Grade 5 children will look at changes to Australian towns, 
cities, populations, environments and tourism over time. 

 
Amongst the preparation for graduation is also working on transition to Year 7 through the Passports 
to Secondary School. These work sample passports will be handed in to their secondary schools 
when they attend Orientation Day on Tuesday 10th December. Please note, this date may vary for 
those students moving to a private secondary school. There are a number of schools that have 
arranged to visit the students at Sherbourne as well. The passports are a fabulous way for the Year 7 
teachers to get to know a bit about each student. During these sessions, they will also work through 
some of the challenges they may encounter during the transition to secondary school. The 
management of changes during this transition phase of the Grade 6 students’ lives will be their key 
focus of inquiry. Transition to High School can be very exciting but overwhelming at times, so there 
will be a big focus on supporting these students and reassuring them as they complete their final term 
of Primary School. 
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Our whole school transition program will begin on Friday 16th November. During these sessions, the 
2020 Year 5 and 6 students will vote for their School Captains, House Captains, Environmental 
Captains and ICT Captains for 2020. We encourage next year’s grade 6s to consider taking on a 
leadership role in their final year of primary school. It is a great opportunity to develop their 
responsibility, independence and collaboration skills. The successful candidates for these roles will 
be announced to the whole school in December during an assembly. Parents will be contacted prior 
should their child be successful. 

The Term 4 Life Education program for the Upper School is titled Relate, Respect 
Connect (having respectful relationships – offline and online; conflict resolution based on 
Respect, Resilience and Empathy). The students were very engaged in this session. This 
was an important reminder about how to behave on and offline and how to deal with and 
resolve conflict. 

 
The Term 4 swimming program began this week. Each Wednesday at 1.20pm we are travelling to 
Yarra Swim School in Greensborough. There are 5 sessions. Please remind your young person to 
bring all items for swimming each week, as it would be unfortunate for them to miss a lesson and 
remain at school. Packing an extra snack on a 
Wednesday is also a good idea, as the children end up 
very hungry after an hour of swimming. For those 
children that require Epipens and asthma puffers, please 
also check that such mediciation is packed in their bag 
each Wednesday. 

 
Finally it’s time for the Grade 5/6 students to go to Woorabinda School Camp. The Camp is fast 
approaching and starts on Wednesday the 30th of October, and will return on Friday the 1st of 
Novemeber. The Camp aim is to raise awareness of responsibilities to self, others and the 
environment. They aim to challenge, to extend and to support all the students. They aim to create 
opportunities and learning experiences that allow for discovery, interaction, perseverance and 
resilience. 

 
English and VCOP sessions this term will continue to focus on daily reading, comprehension, grammar 
and punctuation, spelling and a variety of writing genres. Our writing will focus on writing in the first, 
second and third person. The children are expected to continue to read each night and practise their 
spelling words. We complete a weekly spelling test. 

 
In Mathematics we are currently focusing on number patterns in our Number work. For Measurement 
and Geometry tasks, we are developing our skills on symmetry and mapping before moving towards 
time, with a focus on elapsed time. Chance and Data tasks will require the children to collect, interpret 
and display data in various formats. As a part of their homework, the students should be practising 
their times tables and completing any set Mathletics tasks. 



3  

Please ensure that your child arrives at school daily with all of the tools required for their 
learning. A number of students need to replace items that are used each day at school, 
such as glue sticks, rulers, pens, grey lead pencils and rulers. 

 
 
 
 

Staff will soon begin working on the formation of the new classes for 2019. If you have any specific 
considerations regarding your child’s placement, please make sure this is submitted in writing, directly 
to Maree Seymour by Friday 25th October. 

 
Thank you to everyone for your assistance and support this year. Your help with excursions, incursions, 
camp and sporting activities is invaluable to the school and extremely important in your child’s learning. 
We look forward to your continued support as the year draws to a close. 

 
We are looking forward to an action-packed and exciting final term! 

Ben Souvatzis and Ashleigh Stoner  
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Important Dates: 
 

October 11 - Life Education 
 

October 17 - Year 5/6 swimming starts (each 
Wednesday for 5 weeks, except camp week) 

October 21 - Japanese Matsuri Day 

October 24 - Whole School Photos 
 

October 25 - School Disco- 7.30-8.30pm for Grades 3-6 

October 30 -  Depart for Woorabinda School Camp 

November 1 - Arrive back from Woorabinda School Camp 

November 6 - Melbourne Cup Public Holiday 

November 15 - Transition Program starts (4 weeks) 

November 29 - Twilight Working Bee 

December 10 - Year 6-7 Orientation Day 
 

December 12 - Sherbourne Carols on the Oval and Year 6 keyring presentation 

December 13 - Student Free Day 

December 16 – Year 6 Graduation Rehearsal at Montmorency Secondary College 

December 17 - Year 6 Graduation at Montmorency Secondary College, 7.00pm 

December 18 - Year 6 Celebration Day to Funfields 

December 19 - Billy Cart Grand Prix and Class Party 
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UPPER SCHOOL SPECIALIST NEWSLETTER TERM 4, 2019 
 

VISUAL ARTS - Andrea Allen 
 

The students have started off the term focusing on the timeline of Art History. We have explored 
different periods of art throughout the world and the students have chosen one particular time period 
they want to know more about. Later in the term, students will create their own art piece inspired by 
the skills, materials and techniques used during the time period of their choice. Design, colour, form, 
scale and proportion are all art principles students will need to consider in their artwork. At the end of 
this unit, the students will be involved in assessing their work according to criteria they will help 
create. Later in the term the children will finish off the year with a Christmas art piece. Please come 
and take a look at the children’s clay artwork from last term. The senior and middle school’s work is in 
the corridor next to Maree’s office. The Junior school’s work is outside Prep D’s classroom. We 
always appreciate donations of craft, construction and recycled materials. If you have anything you 
think may be useful to our art classes, please bring them down to the Art room (this excludes bottles 
that contained any chemicals, egg cartons or toilet rolls). 

 
JAPANESE - Andrea Walter 

 
It has been terrific to see how students have settled back into Japanese this term. Reading and 
writing skills are being developed using the 3 scripts - Hiragana, Katakana and Kanji. Listening, 
reading, speaking and listening activities will be based around the theme of The Rugby World Cup. 
This will include looking at the scores, barracking expressions and vocabulary. Knowing the structure 
of basic sentences in Japanese and recognising some key elements of grammar will continue to be 
developed. Reading, speaking, listening and writing tasks will be used to demonstrate their 
understandings. The Japanese class is on Monday this term so please ask your child to talk to you 
about what they are learning. We will also be learning a song to sing at Sherbourne Carols on the 
Oval. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION Sarah Fennell 

 
In Term 4 we will continue establishing rules and routines for safe and fair play in games. These will 
be taught within lessons across the term. Grade 5/6 students will participate in one 50 minute session 
of P.E per week in addition to their sport session on Friday. All Students need a hat, runners and 
water bottle for PE. During Physical Education this term we will cover basketball where students will 
learn team work, play and basketball skills. Following basketball 5/6 students will cover a Fitness unit 
where they will complete a range of fitness tests that they also did at the beginning of the year and 
compare their results to hopefully see some improvements. To conclude the term students will finish 
with an AFL unit where we will be able to use the new oval. There is no Interschool sport this term 
however students will still get a session of sport on Friday. During this session they will have rotations 
of various sports to help prepare and expose the grade 5s to sports that they will be able to select 
next year for Interschool sport. 


