
Term 1 SPS Newsletter, 2020 

 Senior School- Years 3-6 2021 

Welcome back… 

Welcome back to Sherbourne after a wonderful holiday break and a very challenging 2020! This year we have a new 

Senior School area made up of three classrooms. Grade 3/4 with Miss Maguire and Miss Browne, Grade 4/5 with Mrs 

Herrick and Grade 6 with Mr Souvatzis. We are extremely pleased with the start to the year and the wonderful positive 

approach the children have displayed.  

 

We encourage all children to have their water bottle in class every day.  All students must wear a school hat for all outdoor 

activities. When organising lunches please remember that Shelbourne is a nut-free school. Each morning, the children 

have a fruit/vegie break. Please send a piece of fruit or vegetable each day.   

 

Punctuality for the start of the day is very important for your child’s learning. Any child arriving after 9.00am must be 

signed into the office and then walked to their classroom or specialist class with an adult. If your child has been absent 

from school due to illness or other reasons please remember to log into Compass and confirm their absence. This is a 

Department of Education and Training requirement and all absences must be endorsed by parents. 

 

Communication  
One of the most important elements of a child’s educational journey is clear regular communication between parents 
and teachers. Our key communication tool is Compass so please check it regularly and consider downloading the 
Compass App to your device. Key information regarding incursions and excursions will be sent via compass. You can also 
email your child’s teacher via compass.  
 
Please remember teachers are only required to respond to emails from parents between the hours of 8.30am-5pm. 

Teachers may be required to attend meetings after school, so if you need to speak at length please arrange a time to 

meet with your child’s teacher. All teachers have meetings on Monday, Tuesday and Thursdays after school. Teachers 

will respond to emails within two working days. 

Each class will need a contact parent to help liaise with other parents in the grade and prepare classroom assistance 

rosters for each term. If you would enjoy this role, please contact your class teacher/s.  It is a requirement for any 

parent helpers to have successfully applied for a “Working with Children Check”.  Applications are available online at 

www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications 

Student Led Progress Meetings 

Student Led Progress Meetings will be held on the afternoons of Monday March 15 and Tuesday March 23. This will be 

an opportunity to discuss your child’s learning with the classroom teacher and share information. Further information on 

how to book a time through Compass will be provided closer to the date. 

 

School Values 

Students have been working with teachers to unpack the School values of LEARNING, RESPECT, TEAMWORK and 

RESPONSIBILITY. The focus has been understanding what those values actually look like inside and outside the class rooms. 

http://www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au/home/applications
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The goal is to have an inclusive and caring classroom and school culture with students having a positive growth mindset 

and being the best that they can be. 

Integrated Topics 

Our overarching concept across the school this term is Community. Students in years 5 and 6 will learn about the values 

of Australian democracy and the key features of the electoral process including the responsibilities of the three levels of 

government. Students in years 3 and 4 will learn about the lives of the First Australians before European settlers arrived 

in Australia and the causes and reasons for the journey of the First Fleet. They will practise thinking and acting like 

historians as they are immersed in stories of first contact between Indigenous Australians and European Settlers.  

Maths 

Our maths program will include sequential hands-on units to support the teaching of maths in a 
meaningful, exciting and high-impact way where students are being challenged and supported.  Our term 
1 focus will be developing a strong understanding of place value, counting, addition and subtraction and 
measurement. Maths activities such as collecting and representing data will be explored. Students will 
learn and build on the speed and accuracy of their multiplication and division facts. 
 

English 

The English program will focus on reading activities, developing silent reading and oral skills, comprehension, appreciation 

of literature and research. The students will write letters, stories, persuasive texts and information reports and will borrow 

books they select from our Take Home Reading program. VCOP (Vocabulary, Connectives, Openers and Punctuation) will 

continue to enhance our writing program. During the weekly Warm Write sessions, students are presented with a stimulus 

and given the opportunity to brainstorm ideas verbally and then implement these ideas into writing. The children really 

enjoy this format and are challenging themselves to up-level their writing to make it more detailed and interesting to 

read.  

This year all students at Sherbourne will be participating in the Sound Waves program for spelling. The Sound Waves 

approach focuses first on the basic units of sound in our language – phonemes. It then explores the letters that represent 

these sounds and how they can be put together to form the words in our language. The phonemic approach to learning 

our language is effective because it replaces rote learning with strategies for reading and writing, using explicit teaching 

and play-based learning activities.   

 

Homework 

This year homework will be provided through Google Classroom.  Further information regarding 

logins and starting time for homework tasks will be provided shortly. In the mean time please 

encourage your child to read daily and practice multiplication and number facts. 

 

Phones and Personal Devices 

Finally, we are aware that several students in the Senior School have access to a mobile phone for safety when travelling 
alone or with siblings to and from school. In line with Department of Education and Training policy, upon arrival at school 
each day all mobile phones (and other electronic devices such as ipads, ipods) must be handed to their classroom teacher 
to be stored in the classroom and then collected again after the final bell.  
 
Looking forward to an amazing year of learning! 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Marcelle Herrick, Ben Souvatzis, Laura Maguire and Megan Browne 
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UPPER SCHOOL SPECIALIST NEWSLETTER TERM 1, 2021 
Japanese 

Konnichiwa! Upon entering our new Japanese classroom, you will find students’ shoes in the geta bako, shoe box, 

respecting the Japanese school culture of shoes off inside. The school values are proudly labelled in Japanese; Learning 

– Ganbare, Team Work – Isshoni, Respect – Sonkei and Responsibility – Sekinin. We also have a reading nook, hiragana 

corner, a calm spot and conversation cushions. Each student will have the opportunity to be a Mini Sensei and wear a 

Japanese badge for a lesson. There will be greetings, bowing, singing and lots of fun learning in the Japanese language. 

Year 6 students will begin the year by focusing on their Hiragana skills by working through the Hiragana belts. Years 
3/4/5 students will focus on Japanese language within our school community – classroom instructions and expressions, 
and classroom items. A tea ceremony experience will be happening leading up to Harmony Day. 
There are some great online interactives that can enhance student engagement, knowledge and understanding of a 
language. We will access these at times in class through google classroom. Parents can access the 2021 Senior Japanese 

class with the following code: kxdqeat Hope you will be hearing some Japanese language at home soon😉 
 
Barrett Sensei 

VISUAL ARTS  
Welcome to ART 2021! We have had a wonderful time exploring the art room, familiarising ourselves with this space 
after a break last year, and discussing what the school values look like in the art classroom. We will continue our 
creativity by exploring Zentangle drawings, experimenting with lines, shapes, shading and colour. Students in the senior 
school will further develop their understanding of primary and secondary colours through drawings and the use of 
paint, as they work toward creating their own street art. Self-portraits will take on a new art form focussing on manga 
style drawing. Students will focus on visualising and creating masterpieces using different tools and textures. Art 
vocabulary will be further developed through regular discussions and reflections. 
ART SMOCKS- Every student requires a NAMED art smock for ART please. There are many pre-loved art smocks in the 

hallway near the art room. Families are welcome to choose an art smock, take them home, wash, name and return 

them to school ready to use. Each class have a basket for art smocks and these will be kept at the art room throughout 

the year. Any art smocks remaining in the hallway by the end of term will be discarded. 

Watch out for our first big ART display in the office foyer in the next couple of weeks. You will love it! 

 

Mrs Kerry Barrett & Mrs Sarah Fennell 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Welcome back to PE Senior school! This term we will be establishing rules and routines for safe and fair play in games.  

Senior school student will participate in one 50 minute session of P.E per week in addition to their sport session on 

Friday. All Students need a hat, runners and water bottle for PE. If students are asthmatic they must bring their inhaler 

to PE with them every week.  We have begun Term 1 with Team building activities and games promoting effective 

communication and encouraging working together as a team.  Following this we will cover a Fitness unit where students 

will complete a range of fitness tests to help them create fitness and sporting goals that they wish to achieve in PE this 

semester. Following the Fitness unit we will finish off the term with a Volleyball unit where we will work on skills such as 

the dig, set and spike along with learning the rules of game play and working together.  

There is no Interschool sport this term however students will still get a session of sport on Friday. During this session 

they will have rotations of various sports to help prepare for Interschool sport scheduled to begin in Term 2.  
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Important Dates:  

Whole School Assembly will be held on Tuesday afternoons at 

3.00pm. 

 

 

March 

 

  8th   Labour Day (Public Holiday) 

10th Twilight Open Evening 

15th Student led progress meetings 3.45-7pm 

23rd Student Led Progress Meetings 3.45-7pm 

25th Whole School Cross Country 

31st Alpha Show Incursion 

 

April 

1st  Last day of Term 1  2.30pm Dismissal 

 

 

 


