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STAFFING UPDATE 

A LETTER TO THE SHERBOURNE COMMUNITY FROM MAREE SEYMOUR 

It is with mixed feelings I have made the decision to announce my retirement at the end of my leave in June 
2024. This will mark the end of 24 years as a member of the Sherbourne PS community as teacher, Assistant 
Principal then Principal and the end of 42 years working in the Education Department of Victoria. 

It has been a privilege and an honour to be part of the Sherbourne PS community, alongside so many 
wonderful students, families, and staff over this time. 

I am so proud of all we achieved together, the warm positive relationships we developed to support our 
students to build a thirst for learning and develop the skills and confidence to pursue this. Together we 
nurtured our students to be confident, inclusive and positive, to care about each other and our world. We 
worked hard to create and maintain a beautiful physical environment for their learning. 

As my time at Sherbourne concludes and I embark on new adventures and learning I sincerely thank you all. 
My Sherbourne memories will always be very special to me. 

With best wishes 

Maree Seymour - March 22, 2024 

Sherbourne 
Primary 

Outlook Crescent, 

Briar Hill Victoria 3088 

www.sherbps.vic.edu.au  

Telephone: 9434 7142 
Acting Principal – 

 Linda Ratcliffe  

TERM 1 
MARCH  
Tuesday 26  - School Council Meeting via WebEx 6.30pm 
Wed 27  - SPS Playgroup 1.15-2.15 
  - Free Sausage Sizzle for Students 
Thursday 28 - EASTER RAFFLE drawn 2.00pm 
        - LAST DAY Term 1 - dismissal @2.30pm 

TERM 2 
APRIL  
Monday 15  -TERM 2 begins. 
Friday 19 - Whole school Assembly 3.00pm 
 



As a result of this announcement the school along with the regional office will begin the process of 
appointing a new substantive principal. In the meantime, l will continue in the role as Acting Principal.  
 
I wish to congratulate and thank Maree for her outstanding contributions to education in the state of Victoria 
and her time as instructional leader of the SPS community. 
 

INTRODUCING WARREN GAFF 
I would like to welcome Warren to our staff. Warren has been working at SPS since the beginning of March 
on a Monday. I am delighted that as of this week Warren will be with us on Tuesdays as well. Please see a 
special message from Warren to the school community. 
 
Dear Families, 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself to all of you. Recently, I have begun work at 
Sherbourne Primary School in the position of Assistant Principal. At this point, it is not an ongoing position, 
but it will be in place for 2024. I am currently working two days per week, and this is likely to increase over 
the year. 
 
On a professional front, my background is in disability, and I have worked in government schools, TAFE, and 
other post school sectors over a 28-year period. These experiences have given me an opportunity to develop 
a range of skills that I hope to utilise in support of our students, families, and staff. 
 
I feel privileged to be part of the Sherbourne Primary School community. The staff have been very welcoming, 
and the students are a great bunch of kids. I hope to meet and get to know as many of you as possible over 
the year, especially the Essendon supporters! 
 
Regards 
Warren Gaff 
 
 

FAREWELL DEBRA TREZISE 
Congratulations to Deb who has been successful in obtaining a full-time position at Mernda PS for the 
remainder of this year. Thank you for all that you have contributed to our beautiful school library, we look 
forward to your return next year.  
 
 

 
CONGRATULATIONS ELIJAH 

Last Thursday Elijah represented our sporting division at the regional 
swimming championships. Elijah placed 8th in Freestyle and achieved 
a personal best time. He then went on to be placed 3rd in Butterfly. 
Elijah was awarded a bronze medal in Butterfly and his parents 
reported it was great to hear Sherbourne Primary School and Elijah's 
name announced at the medal presentation. We are so proud of you 
Elijah and your outstanding sporting achievements in swimming.   

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY 

Thank you to our 5/6 students and Wayne for presenting all they know and do regarding our school value 

of LEARNING. Congratulations to our P.1 students for receiving ‘THE RESPONSIBILITY AWARD’ for 
the way in which they take care of each other and their classroom. 

 
 

WELCOME LACHLAN & TEACHERS IN TRAINING 
The school is delighted to welcome Lachlan, a past student of SPS, as a work experience student throughout 
Term Two. Lachlan is currently studying at SEDA College. SEDA connects students with skills in an area of 
sport to industry partners to help enhance skills through elite club inductions, match day experiences, 
community events and work placement opportunities. Lachlan’s area of skill is BASKETBALL and every 
student at SPS will participate in a basketball clinic each Friday next term. 

Lachlan visited us last week in preparation for his time with us. 

    

    

The school is also hosting several students from Latrobe University, who are training to be teachers or 
teacher aides. The skill set that our current staff have to offer these students is outstanding and I thank 
them for giving of their time and expertise to help train our future educators. 

 



WHAT’S COMING UP AT SPS. 

Our students are already training for our Cross-Country event in May and the grade 4-6 students for Term 
Two Interschool Sport. The sports being played are Soccer, AFL 9s and Bat Tennis. JSC elections are underway 
and I’m looking forward to meeting with the reps. from each class and our school captains to discuss issues 
that are important to them. 

 

   
 

I have been successful in once again securing funding for all our grade 5 and 6 students to participate in an I 
AM MINDFUL program next term. This program helps students learn to better manage their mental health 
by teaching them evidence - based coping strategies.  
 

 
 

SPACEDOME is coming for our Prep -3 students. 
 

 
 



 
SAVE THE DATE: Make sure you keep Wednesday May 8 from 2:30-4:30 afternoon free when once again our 
school leaders will delight us with some Teddy Bear fun at our Annual Teddy Bears’ Picnic! 

 
 

ROCK BAND IS BACK 
The Grade 5-6 Rock Band is BACK in Term 2. Quan has kindly offered to share his expertise and skill with our 
grade 5and 6 students who also share his passion for musical performance. 

 
 

SHERBOURNE P.S PLAYGROUP A WINNER! 
We continue to welcome new preschoolers to our program each Wednesday afternoon. Children 
participate in imaginary play, story time, songs, and outside play. All children 5 and under are welcome 
to attend although must be accompanied by an adult. At this stage the playgroup runs from 1.15-2.15pm 
in the Gecko building. Please remember to spread the word… 

 
 



AND THERE’S MORE… 
During Term 3 the school will once again hold its Athletics Carnival and whole school Writers’ Festival, the 
Grade 4-6 students will travel to Camp Woorabinda. Explore SPS for those beginning school in 2025 will be 
on offer. 
 
Term 4 will see the P/1 class having breakfast at school and the 2/3s sleeping over in the library. Experience 
Sherbourne for 2025 enrolled students takes place later in the term, as does our annual Billy Cart Derby. The 
SONG ROOM returns to work with our students in readiness for our end of year picnic concert. 
 

 
 

FINALLY! 

 
 

 
 
Take care everyone and remember to …   

Sprinkle Joy…  
Linda Ratcliffe 
Acting Principal 
 
PS. Apologies to those of you that were impacted by our school bell ringing continuously from 9.00am until 
Sue Gavin was able to come and turn it off last Saturday morning. THANK YOU, SUE! 
 
We have been having some technical issues over the past month and have booked a technician to come 
and put things right again. 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



   
 
 

   
 



 
 
 
 
 


