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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders people as the first peoples and traditional 

owners and custodians of the land and waterways on which we live. 
 

 
 

 
 

G.E.M. AWARDS 
This fortnight’s recipients of our 'G.E.M. (Gratitude, Empathy and Mindfulness) Awards' are: 

Prep/1 – Bowie Grade 2/3 – Cash, Grade 4/5 – Gemma, Grade 5/6 – Adam. 

Congratulations to our little G.E.M.s for this fortnight! 
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TERM 3 
JULY 
Monday 15 - STUDENT FREE DAY  
Tuesday 16 - First Day Term 3 for Students 
                        Whole School Assembly 9:00am  
          
 



INTRODUCING SPS’ NEXT ACTING PRINCIPAL 
MR BRETT HAYES 

Hello, 
 
My name is Brett Hayes and I am really excited and proud to be the Acting Principal at Sherbourne 
Primary School, taking over from Linda Ratcliffe in Term 3. I was fortunate enough to have a tour of the 
school and meet a number of staff and students this week. Everyone is really positive about the 
school, and I cannot wait officially begin my time on Tuesday 16th of July when all students are back 
onsite ready for Semester 2. The school has an amazing feel and I am look forward to working 
collaboratively with everyone. 
 
A bit about myself: I have been the Assistant Principal at Laurimar Primary School for 4 years and 
before that I taught in a number of year levels across the school and in specialist areas. I have also 
taught interstate in Western Australia which was a fantastic experience. Being respectful of one 
another and working collaboratively is something that I am passionate about and value. I really enjoy 
seeing students, staff and the wider community work together to create a positive culture of growth 
not just academically but socially, emotionally, physically and culturally as well as focusing on the 
whole child.   
 
When I'm not at school, I enjoy camping with my wife, three children and family pet Marli. I also enjoy 
watching the mighty Magpies play in the AFL! This was a hot topic on the school tour with several 
students and staff.  
 
I look forward to getting to know everyone on a deeper level in the coming months. I would personally 
like to thank Linda Ratcliffe for a thorough handover and her support over the past week has been 
unbelievable. She has given such a positive outlook and direction over the past 18 months. This has 
been crucial, and the school is in a position place to support students moving forward. 
 
Lastly, I hope you all have a restful break over the holidays and recharge for what will be an enjoyable 
second half of 2024, I'm sure.  
 
Regards, 
 
Mr Brett Hayes 

 
GOODBYE & THANK YOU 



 
Dear Families 
 
Firstly, I would like to welcome Brett to SPS and congratulate him on his appointed as Acting Principal. 
Yesterday I took Brett on a tour of the school and introduced him to students and staff. As we moved 
around the classes, we both had the shared goal of a seamless transition from me to him as the leader of 
the school. We explained to the students that ‘Mr Hayes’ was their new principal, and it was my time to 
learn how to be a ‘grandma’. Our focus was not on either of us necessarily but rather on the students 
understanding that changes occur, and they are a natural part of life. 
 
My time at Sherbourne has been an incredible experience. It has been both rewarding and challenging 
times. Most importantly has been the opportunity to dedicate a little more of my professional career to 
your children. Education is one of the greatest gifts that we can give, and it has been an honour to have 
contributed to this over the past 18 months at SPS. 
 
Thank you to those of you who have taken the time to thank me (and Geoff) and wish us well for the future. 
 
We wish every one of you the very best for what awaits you. That kindness surrounds you, comes back to 

you in buckets and that you can Sprinkle a Little Joy no matter where you are. 

 
Take care everyone…  
 
 
Linda Ratcliffe  
Acting Principal.                                             
 
 


