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MONDAY FEBRUARY 12, 2024

Sherbourne
TERM 1 .
FEBRUARY Primary
Tuesday 13  Gr 2-6 Lacrosse Clinic Outlook Crescent,
Thursday 15 Gr 3-6 Swimming Carnival am. Briar Hill Victoria 3088
SC Meeting via WebEX www.sherbps.vic.edu.au
Friday 23 District Swimming Sports pm. Telephone: 9434 7142
Whole School Assembly 3.00pm Acting Principal =

Linda Ratcliffe

EVERY FRIDAY IS ZOOPER DOOPER DAY- $1 EACH

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We acknowledge Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders people as the
first peoples and traditional Owners and custodians of the land and waterways
on which we live.

WELCOME BACK and THANK YOU
Welcome back to our students, staff and community! It has been lovely to see old friends and new
reconnecting and sharing news of their holiday adventures. Our students have settled in incredibly well and
are enjoying the opportunity to begin a new year of learning.

At the heart of Sherbourne Primary School is a highly engaged community of students, teachers, parents and
more who go above and beyond for their school.

S.P.S provides a unique opportunity to be involved in your child’s education and cement friendships well
beyond the playground. In a community where all the parents and children know each other and work
together, students learn not only to celebrate their own achievements but take pride in the achievements
of others.

A school such as S.P.S. can act like a large family. Composite classes mean children learn to mix with older
and younger students, providing opportunities for growth and development, learning from older students,
and teaching their younger peers. These social and emotional skills develop personal responsibility, respect
and relationships across all year levels which can often be missing from larger schools.



| would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to our school community and staff for the positivity and
enthusiasm that has been brought into 2024. Whilst we have had some changes around staffing, the children
have settled into their new learning environments and are building new social relationships quickly. | am
incredibly proud of our school, our students, our staff, and our families and am honoured to lead such a
vibrant, child focussed community.

PARENTS AND TEACHERS ARE PARTNERS

Unity
I dreamt I stood in a studio,

And watched two sculptors there.
The clay they used was a young child’s mind,

And they fashioned it with care.

One was a teacher—the tools she used,
Were books, music, and art.
The other, a parent—working with a guiding hand,
And a gentle loving heart.

Day after day, the teacher toiled,
With a touch that was deft and sure.
While the parent labored by her side,

And polished and smoothed it o’er.

And when at last, their task was done,
They were proud of what they had wrought.
For the things they had molded into the child,
Could neither be sold nor bought.

And each agreed they would have failed,
If each had worked alone,
For behind the teacher stood the school,
And behind the parent, the home.

- Author Unknown



OUTDOOR FUN AT SPS

This year we are thrilled to be able to provide our students with a growing number of unstructured activities
at lunch and recess times.

Last week a group of students, ranging from prep to grade 4, began constructing a cubby from the small
branches that were scattered across the school yard after our recent windy weather. Rather than tell them
to STOP we decided to observe their play, ready to step in when required. Surprisingly this was required on
only a few occasions throughout the week.

SPS now has its very own CUBBY PARADISE! Staff will continue to monitor this play area and have
encourage teamwork and negotiation when need.







Establishing a Mud Kitchen for Kids: What is It?

A Mud Kitchen, as its name implies, is an outdoor play resource that allows children to explore, create, and
imagine. Essentially, it is a kitchen designed for the outdoors where children interact with natural items such
as dirt, water, leaves, sticks, and everything else they can discover in their environment. A mud kitchen
typically includes sinks, flat surfaces for ‘food preparation’ and storage areas.

Mud Kitchens go beyond mere fun and exploration—they offer a wealth of benefits spanning creativity,
cognitive and motor skill development, and sensory enhancement.

e Fine Motor Skill Development — Children’s hands are constantly at work—pouring, mixing, shaping—that
require control and coordination.

e Gross Motor Skill Involvement — The larger physical movements involved—lifting, carrying, stirring and
physical coordination.

e Enhancing Literacy Skills — Mud kitchens can encourage literacy. Children often enact real-world roles and
dialogues, strengthening vocabulary and comprehension skills.

e Promoting Creativity — Mud Kitchens opens a world of creativity, as children have free rein to explore and
invent. They are chefs, scientists, and artists, transforming everyday materials into concoctions sparked by
their imagination.

e Sensory Development — Mud kitchens offer tactile and visual experiences, increasing their understanding of
the world around them.

We are looking for donations of old kitchen sinks, benches, pots, pans, cooking utensils and willing parents
who would volunteer their time to put our mud kitchen together. The area that we believe would be suitable
is adjacent to the Gecko Building Sandpit, against the two wooden ‘tables.” Please contact Cazz in the office
if you can assist with bringing this idea to life.

CHICKENS AT SCHOOL
There have been several requests for the school to bring back chickens. | am very keen for this to happen
given the number of benefits that caring for a small brood of chickens can bring. They are a great way for
students to learn about biology, compassionate animal husbandry, food science, sustainable living practices
and health and hygiene. HOWEVER, we all know that foxes are fantastic and very, very clever! So before
the school can make a final decision | would appreciate any advice from those of you who have experience
in this area, particularly when it comes to ensuring our enclosure is fox proof!




MEET n’ GREET!
Thank you to all our parents for making the time to catch up with your child’s 2024 class teacher last week.
Whilst not designed to be a time to give a lengthy presentation about school and classroom procedures they
are an opportunity to begin developing the important relationship that will exist between you and the
teacher as you both commitment to your child’s education and well-being.

GRADE 3 -6 SWIMMING CARNIVAL
Please ensure that you have completed the consent form for this event which takes place this Thursday,
February 15, at the Diamond Creek Pool. We require lots of helpers, so please let your child’s teacher know
of your availability. Parents helpers are required to have a current Working with Children Check, which must
be sighted, and a copy made to be kept on file at the school. Helpers are welcome to travel with us on the
bus. It is anticipated that we will leave the school at 9:15am and return by 1:00pm at the latest.

WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY

Congratulation to our Grade 6 Leaders for their very fine efforts when conducting their very first assembly
for the year. Congratulations to our P/1 students and Silvana for presenting all they know and do around our

school value of RESPECT One of our classes will be highlighting one of these over our next three

assemblies. Please take the opportunity to join us every second Friday at 3:00pm when we get to celebrate
our students’ achievements.




STAFFING UPDATE
This coming Friday will be Ashleigh Stoner’s last day with us at Sherbourne Primary School before she
commences family leave in anticipation of the arrival of her first child.

ﬁ’fm 37(96 Ashleigh on behalf of the wider school community for your dedication, skill, and

enthusiasm for all things Sherbourne P.S. Wishing you and Luke all the very best for the adventures that
await you.

Elissa Kilfoyle, having returned to us in Term 4 last year will sadly be leaving us at the end of February. Elissa’s
partner has been successful in obtaining his dream job ... in Geelong!!! The school has appreciated all that
Elissa has given to the school over several years and | am most grateful that Elissa was able to commence
the year with us.

ﬁ{ﬂNK i}f@U Elissa, we wish you and your family all the best for your life together in your new home
on the west coast.

| will update you shortly with arrangements for our specialists’ programs commencing in March.
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SHERBOURNE P.S PLAYGROUP COMING SOON
| L= /. WY Y,

FREE PLAYGROUP /
0-5 years

EVERY WEDNESDAY
AFTERNOON

Beginning March6 \
1.15pm-2.15pm .

Bookings Essential
9434 7142

sherbourne.ps@education.vic.gov.au
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We are planning to hold our first FREE playgroup on Wednesday March 6™ 1:15pm-2:15pm. This is an
opportunity to open our school to an even wider community. If you know of anyone who might be interested
in joining this group or if you are willing to do a mail drop in your local area, gym, childcare centre,
kindergarten, or local shopping strip, the school would be most grateful. Please see Cazz in the office for
copies for distribution.

Take care everyone and remember to ...

Linda rateliffe
Linda Ratcliffe
Acting Principal



GIRLS U12 & U10
PRESEASON
TRAINING

STARTING
TUE 6 FEB 2024

U110 4PM - SPM
Uli2 SPM - 6PM

PETRIE PARK
MONTMORENCY

FURTHER INFO:

GIRLSFOOTYeMJFNC.ORG.AU
- ]

Instrumental Music Lessons - on school campus
Places available for Term 1, 2024
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All Banyule

Kindergarten

kindergartens

Open Day

Saturday 24 February 2024
9am - 12pm

Scan for alist
of locations

Banyule

City Council

B
banyulewvic.gov.au/Kindergartens

Glove, cap &
t-shirt
included for
new players

Swing into Fun! Our T-Ball
Program: Where Little Players
Hit It Big!

Join the excitement and watch
your future all-star discover the

—FRIDAY NIGHTST R
1St March - 10th May Register now for a season of

. laughter, learning, and home runs!
8 sessions

6pm - 7:15pm BOY IRL
5—% Years Old

UNDER LIGHTS
Expression of Interest
For more information contact
Andrea on 0413 315 566 or
juniors@montybaseball.com.au

Malcolm Blair Reserve, Karingal Drive,
Greensborough.



DlAi OND CREEK
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7-9.30PM | 8T0 13 YEAROLDS | $8 ENTRY

Diamond Creek Community Centre
<> 28 Main Hurstbridge Road, Diamond Creek

Contact: Snr Sergeant Wayne Spence 9438 8300

Please ensure children have an emergency number on them.

§ Diamond Creek Blue Light Disco

DIAMONDCREEKBLUELIGHTDISCO




